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By: Arthur Cook, Staff Member
 
As we have discussed before, concerns over everybody’s favorite shady conglomerate Monsanto continue to
mount.  On Saturday, September 18, 2012, French Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault announced the
continuation of the temporary ban on MON810, a genetically-modified strain of corn.[1] This is not the first
attempt by French officials to ban MON810. In 2008, France banned MON810 after protests against the
modified corn.[2] However, a French court overturned the ban.[3] The French government then reversed the
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French court, instating a temporary ban on MON810, citing “environmental” concerns, and labeled the move
a precautionary one.[4] Now, Prime Minister Ayrault indicates the ban will continue for some time. 
 
This ban is largely out-of-step with the rest of the world: the European Union continues to approve the use of
MON810, even in the face of French concerns regarding the environment.[5] The United States permits
utilization of MON810, as does the rest of North America.[6] France has had ()more than just this quibble
with parent company Monsanto, however. France found Monsanto guilty of chemical poisoning stemming
from a person who reported suffering neurological problems after inhaling one of Monsanto’s weedkillers.[7]
 
Whether or not this continuation of the ban results from new research linking MON810 to actual adverse
effects on the environment, or this act is simply French officials responding to strong opposition to
genetically-modified crops is not yet clear.[8] It should be noted, however, that MON810 is the only
genetically-modified crop allowed in Europe at this time.[9]
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